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Knowledge corner
Do we still observe Lent?

The Season of Lent seems old-fashioned to
our fast-paced techno world. But perhaps
that is exactly the point. Lent invites us to
slow down. To reflect. To take a moment or
two each day to consider our relationship
with the Divine Lover. To breathe.

While the season is not expressly set out
in Scripture, Lent was established as a 40-
day season by the Council of Nicaea (325
CE) and is thought to have been inspired by
the 40-day fasts of Moses, Elijah, and Jesus.
In the Eastern churches the Lenten Fast is
seven weeks (Saturdays and Sundays
excluded); the Western observance is six
weeks (only Sundays excluded). In the
earliest church, eating meat, fish, dairy and
eggs was prohibited; today strict fasts are
encouraged only on Ash Wednesday and
Good Friday. Although Lent fell into disuse
in the reformed churches, observance in
the Anglican tradition was revived by the
19 century Tractarian movement.

Since Lent is a time of penance, we
generally avoid celebrations like weddings
during the season (with a few notable
exceptions like the Annunciation on
25/03), and mark the season by almsgiving
and devoting extra time to prayer and
study.

This season of Lent, why not plan to spend
at least five minutes a day —300 seconds—
in quiet, away from phones, screens,
traffic, and all the other usual distractions:
breathe, and become aware of the
presence of God in your life. You may wish
to join others in the Stations of the Cross
meditations on Fridays at 5 pm at St
Peter’s. Or plan to arrive a few minutes
early for church to spend some time in
quiet in the presence of God in our
community of faith.

From your Vestry

The Vestry met on 19 February at St Paul’s,
with apologies from Sally Haigh.

Vestry reviewed the financial situation of
the parish, and found that the accounts that
were transferred from Trust Management
Ltd. (the accounting firm required by Synod)
were filled with errors and problems; they
were also transferred three weeks later than
promised. The Treasurer has worked
through many of these issues, but it still may
not be possible for Vestry to present either
an Annual Statement of Accounts or a 2026
Budget to in time for the Annual General
Meeting on 22 March. An SGM may be
required before 30 June.

Any decision about closing one of our
church structures will be deferred until after
the SGM, because we do not have a clear
idea what our financial position is. The
amended accounts show thatas at 21/01/26
ACBB had total assets of $979,453.15 and
total liabilities of $969,995.45.

Vestry approved the voting membership
roll of 47 people for the 2026 AGM.

The community Foodbank now has 12
volunteers, thanks to collaborations with
Holy Family RC Church and additional
community volunteers. This may enable us
to open one additional day during the week
from April.

New lightbulbs are gradually being added
to the sanctuary of St Peter’s. The first two
have been added, with profound thanks to
Danny and lan.

Vestry approved Op Shop
recommendations of community grants of
$2500. These are down significantly over
previous years because we are unsure of
how much will be required from the Op
Shop operating account to support the
move. An additional possibility for the Op
Shop relocation project has emerged and
will be explored by Sue over the next couple
of weeks. A final decision was deferred to
the first meeting of the new Vestry in the
week following the AGM.

Vestry are mindful of the pending issue of
closing one of our parish structures. They
felt it was essential to obtain a clear financial
picture before progressing this decision.
However, some basic indicators were
identified, and these will be presented to
the AGM.

Vestry will meet next on 26 March.

The Annual General
Meeting
of the Anglican Parish of
Bream Bay will be Sunday,
22 March 2026
at
St Peter’s Church, Waipd,

following the 9:30 service
(beginning approx 10:45a)
All members are encouraged to attend

]

The Fellowship Group meets at
11:00 a.m. on the first Wednesday
of each month in the Pavilion of St
Paul's. The next meeting will be 4
March. 9

March Worship at ACBB

Sunday, 01/03, 2"d Sunday of Lent
(St David's Day is transferred)
9:30a Eucharist, St Paul’s

Friday, 06/03, 2" Friday in Lent
5:00p Stations of the Cross, St Peter’s

Sunday, 08/03, 3™ Sunday of Lent
9:30a Eucharist, St Peter’s

Friday, 13/03, 3 Friday of Lent
5:00p Stations of the Cross, St Peter’s

Sunday, 15/03, 4t Sunday of Lent
(Mothering Sunday; Laetare Sunday)
9:30a Eucharist, St Paul’s

Friday, 20/03, 4th Friday in Lent
5:00p Stations of the Cross, St Peter’s

Thursday, 19/04
5:00p Vestry meeting, St Peter’s

Sunday, 22/03, 5t Sunday in Lent

(Passion Sunday)
9:30a Eucharist. St Peter’s with KW Singers
10:45a AGM

Friday, 20/03, 5t Friday of Lent
5:00p Stations of the Cross, St Peter’s

Sunday, 29/03 Palm Sunday
9:30a Liturgy of the Palms & Eucharist, St
Peter’s

See the Holy Week and Easter Schedule, p. 2
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Looking ahead

From the Rt Rev. Dean K Johnson of Missouri:

Holy Week and Easter Services at ACBB
02/04 Maundy Thursday

7:00p Foot washing and Eucharist, St Paul’s © God,
In the down of joundiced justice,
03/04 Good Fr|day In the day of twisted truth,
. o q 5 P a In the dusk of perverted peace,
10:00a Community service, begins at Waipt Presbyterian B the dark of sl ool
2:00p Service of the Word, St Paul’s Let me be the kght of love,
. Help me be the haven of hope,
5:00p Stations of the Cross, St Peter’s I REia e & slrverer. of peces

04/04 Easter Vlgil Let my life protest despair,

Let my presence procioim peoce,

7:00p Lighting of the new fire and First Eucharist of Easter, St Peter’s | Let my foith mirror mercy,

Until your light outiosts the night,
And your justice rises,

(Note: Sunset is at 7:14p so it will be light for your drive home)

05/04 Easter Day : Sure and bright,
Like morning
9:30a Festive Eucharist, St Paul’s : : 1 Amen

Blessed March birthdays to...

Sue Crowther, 01/03
Sandy Hall, 06/03
Margaret Maxwell, 10/03
John Hall, 14/03

Ros Bradley, 19/03
Annette Herbert, 23/03
Liz Rawhiti, 25/03

World Day
of Prayer

Friday 6 March 2026

“I Will Give You Rest: Come”
A service prepared by WDP Nigeria

You are invited to join in

worship and fellowship

at your local church

Place: :'.\':L_-,,,";‘Tefn\"\_, Qo’(»o\\c' cluich
)
T\mn’f@{tzl Snell {/\c[
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Call for Vestry Nominations

If you would like to stand for Vestry at this AGM, please notify Mark or
Sue by 16 March to be included on the paper ballot.

Welcome to new members Dr John (Write-in nominations only will be accepted from the floor at the AGM).
and Sandy Hall! Sandy and John hail from Open positions include

j\/lliqssox'Jri, US:~fdnd hav:' s;e'FtIted in igakéllc(é. *Vestry Member (up to 7) and
ohn is a child psychiatrist working for

Northland DHB, and Sandy is a superb “Elected Warden (1)
craftswoman. John also has a theological All parish members are eligible to stand for a term of one year.
education. They have already made their
mark at ACBB, where John (and sometimes
his daughter!) sings at Sunday services (see
photo, right), and Sandy has knitted prayer
shawls and decorations for the Christmas
tree at St Paul’s which we published in the
February BBA. Perhaps even more
importantly, Sandy coordinates the hall
rentals at St Paul's and contributed 312
hours of volunteer time to ACBB in 2025.
Although not lifelong Anglicans, they have
made ACBB their church home. Welcome
Sandy and John!

% Thank you!!%

In 2025, volunteers contributed
7,425.5 hours to ACBB. Thank you!!

Some of these were parish members,
and some community members
contributing to the Op Shop and
Foodbank.

Without you we would not be here!!

Without you the Bream Bay
community would be a poorer place!!
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